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ELIZABETH BROWNRIGG. 


Who was tried at the Old Bailey on 1 the 12th of 
September 1767, and ſentenced to be hanged 


at Tyburn on Monday the 14th of the. 


fame Month, for curelly Beating and Starving 
Mary CL1FrFoRD, a Pariſh Girl, her Appren- 


| tice; giving a true and circumſtantial Account 


of that Barbarous Tranſaction, 
To which is added 


The Trial of ELIZ ABETH BRANCcH and her 
DaucHrER, for the Murder of their Servant 
Maid, &c. &c. 
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HE ſhocking cruelties which were 

lately exerciſed on the two unfor- 

tunate pariſh girls, have very juſtly 
| cate the horror and deteſtation of the 
public. Other crimes, from the very nature 
of their motives, may admit of powerful 
alleviations : cruelty alone admits of no al- 
leviation; as its motive can only be found 
in the confirmed depravity of the human 
heart. The peace and happineſs of ſociety, 
without doubt, require that the rights of 
property ſhould be ſtrictly guarded; yet 
will any man pretend to affirm that he, who 
ſteals my purſe, who. transfers to himſelf 
the property of another, is as culpable 
againſt nature, as the man, who, without 
cauſe or remorſe, exerciſes the moſt unre- 
B mitting 
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mitting relentleſs cruelties towards his fel- 
low- creatures? Does he not from that mo- 
ment ceaſe to be a man, when, diſregarding 
the ſacred ties of humanity, he indulges in 
all the wantonneſs of oppreſſion! ? Has he 
not broke the great bond 'twixt him and 
nature?” and can any puniſhment be deemed 
adequate to the enormity of his crime? 
Acts of cruelty, which no circumſtance 
can excuſe or alleviate, are often attended 
with conſiderable aggravations. In this view 
muſt be regarded the cruelties exerciſed 
towards children, who, by reaſon of their 
tender and defenceleſs ſtate, are little ca- 
pable of oppoſition or remonſtrance. As 
this laſt ſtage of vice, however, pre- ſuppoſes 
a total deprivation of the feelings of huma- 
nity, the inſtances that occur, in the hiſtory 
of mankind, of ſuch aggravated cruelty, 
are neceſſarily few; and thoſe moſtly to be 
found among rus nations, where pe- 
culiar cuſtoms oft- times authorize practices 
againſt which the voice of nature loudly pro- 
claims. A ſuperſtitious fear, the ſource of 
many evils, led the blinded votaries of Mo- 
loch to ſacrifice their children to that blood- 
thirſty deity: and from the ſame motive, 
ſome of the Indian nations to this day retain 
the horrid cuſtom of human ſacrifices. Thus 
from ignorance, the mother of ſuperſtition 
and error, do ſuch barbarities derive their 
origin. The are We following nar- 
n rative 


1 30 
rative is one of thoſe mercileſs inhuman 
wretches, who, from an zunate love of cruelty, 
has proceeded to outrages, which, if not 
properly authenticated, would exceed belief, 
as much as they beggar deſcription. Such 
a monſter of her ſpecies, of her ſex, of her 
profeſſion, never before exiſted; never, we 


hope, will again exiſt, As her actions ex- 


cite horror, may the exemplary puniſhment 
ſhe will incur, deter others from ſuch a 
courſe of diabolical cruelty: and let the name 
of Brownrigg be repeated for ages, with 
that deteſtation which the enormity of her 
crimes can ſcarce fail to inſpire. 

Elizabeth Cole, now Mrs. Brownrigg, 
was born of decent and reputable parents, 
by whom ſhe was religiouſly and virtuouſly 
educated. Mr. James Brownrigg, a painter, 
made his addreſſes to her very early, and mar- 
ried her. From that period Mrs. Brownrigg 
ſeems to have pulled off the maſk-of affa- 
bility and engaging manners, which ſhe could 
aſſume at pleaſure, and to have appeared to 
the aſtoniſhed huſband in her own proper 


Colours. She was offended at trifles ; do- 


mineered over her ſervants ; behaved in the 
' molt contemptuous and ſupercilious manner 
to her neighbours ; contradicted and abuſed 
her huſband, who, being a man of a mild 
diſpoſition, was inclined to procure peace 
at home upon any conditions, however diſ- 
honourable or prejudicial to himſelf. He 
x accord- 
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19 
accordingly connived at her moſt extrava- 


ant actions; and, like a true hen-pecked 
e apy gave himſelf little trouble where 


the ſtorm fell, ſo he could avert it from 


himſelf. 
Previous to their ſettling gin bungen. Mrs. 


Brownrigg kept a boarding- ſchool at Green- 


wich ; but meeting with little ſucceſs, they 
removed, ſome years ago, to London, and 
took a houſe in Fetter-lane, Fleet-ſtreet; 


wherethehuſband, who was very induſtrious, 


practiſed his buſineſs of houſe-painting ; ſne 
of midwifery, in which profeſſion ſhe had 


acquired ſome eminence. It was not, how- 


ever, till of late, that her practice was very 


conſiderable. 

Here, as at Greenwich, ſhe obſerved 
the ſame haughty carriage towards her 
neighbours, whom ſhe ſeldom ſaw, never 
converſed with.---Her conduct, however, 
did not eſcape cenſure; and had a nice 
ſcrutiny been made, ſome years ago, into 
certain myſterious particulars, which at- 
tracted the obſervation of the neighbours, 
the ſhocking cruelties, for which ſhe will 
now ſuffer, it is believed, might have 


been prevented, and the inhuman tygreſs 


cut off in the middle of her barbarous 
Career.---[t is to be obſerved, that ſhe deli- 


, vered women both at her houſe intown, and 


at a houſe ſhe had fitted up for that purpoſe 


at Hampſtead, ---Corples of women who 
| died 


(59) 


died in child-birth, were often carried out 


of her houſe in Fetter-lane, while the chil- 
dren were never heard of.---Apprentices 
which, at different times, ſhe procured 
from different pariſhes, diſappeared in the 
ſame manner ; and when enquiry was made 
concerning them, it was anſwered, they 
were gone to the country. 

Among the numberleſs inſtances of her 
cruelty which might be mentioned, I have 
ſelected one, as being better authenticated 
than the reſt. 

About two years ago, this unhappy wo- 
man got a young apprentice girl from the 
Foundling Hoſpital, who, after enduring the 
noſt horrid treatment which inventive eruelty 
could ſuggeſt, made an effort, and eſcaping 
one morning from her dungeon, went, or 
rather crawled, to the hoſpital, where, having 
related her piteous tale, the governors of 
that excellent charity took cognizance of 
the matter, and laid it before the fitting 
alderman at Guildhall. 

Brownrigg, the huſband, was ſummoned 
to appear : and, upon examination, the girl's 


indenture was broke; but, for want of evi- 


dence, no vengeance could at that time be 
taken on his inhuman wife. The people at 
the hoſpital declare, that, when the girl 
made her eſcape, her eye was almoſt beat 
out of her head, and her whole body co- 
ycred with wounds. She ſerves, at preſent, 

a milk- 
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a milk-woman in Theobald's-row; and is, 
at times, diſordered in her ſenſes. 
It is impoſſible to leave this melancholy 
ſtory, without admiring the wiſdom of 


Providence, who ſuffered ſuch a wretch to 


erſiſt in her amazing barbarities, till they 
of themſelves ſhould bring her within the 
ſcope of juſtice. The law had not provided 
a capital puniſhment for her former crimes, 
however well they merited it: it was juſt 
that ſhe ſhould be allowed to run on in the 
terrible career, till, the meaſure of her ini- 
quities being full, the law could no longer 
ſcreen her from that vengeance, which, 
ſooner or later, muſt overtake ſuch crimes. 

I now proceed to relate, as ſuccinctly as 
poſſible, the ſhocking ſtory of the two un- 
fortunate pariſh-girls, for whoſe cruel and 
barbarous treatment this fell monſter will 
quickly ſuffer. 

The particulars of the horrid narrative 
are moſtly taken from the depoſitions of the 
youngeſt girl, the eldeſt not being able to 
ſpeak, when the diſcovery was made. 

It appears, that about a year and half 
fince, theſe two girls, who belonged to 
Black Friars precinct, were bound appren- 


tices to Mr. Brownrigg---That they con- 


tinued on trial about a month, during which 
time they eat and drank with the family--- 


That ſoon after, however, Mrs. Brownrigg 
began to aſſume an air of ſeyerity, and to 


correct 
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correct and abuſe them for the ſmalleſt trifle 
---That ſhe was particularly ſevere towards 
Mary Clifford, the eldeſt apprentice, whom 
the frequently whipped, firſt with a walking 
cane, at other times with a horſe-whip, or 
 poſtilion's whip, ſtripping her quite naked, 

tying her hands acroſs with a cord ſome- 
times fixed to a water-pipe, and ſometimes 
to a ſtaple in a beam, in the kitchen under 
ground, ſtriking her over all parts of her 
body and head, under pretence that ſhe had 
not worked hard enough.---That the young- 
eſt was often treated with equal ſeverity- 
being likewiſe ſtripped ſtark naked, and 
whipped till ſhe was covered with wounds, 
and the ſtrength of the inhuman' ſavage 
was quite exhauſted.---That, after ſuch 
_ whippings, ſhe faſtened their leather bod- 
dices upon them, which cleaving to their 
torn lacerated fleſh, eat into and feſtered 
their wounds, till the fell tygreſs renewed. 
her cruelties, which we may naturally ſup- 
poſe were every time more intolerable than 
the preceding.---It further appears, that 
they had been confined during all that time 
to a cellar, or dark hole under the ſtair 
where hogs were kept, and there employed 
in grinding colours for their maſter ; their 
only food being a piece of bread a day, 
without even water to drink; being obliged 


to 28 that want from the hog s trough--- 
| T hat 
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That they had not lain in a bed during the 


whole time- That ſometimes, after they 


had been whipped, the blood, which ſtream- 
ed from their wounds, formed puddles un- 
derneath them, where they ſat in the cellar. 
That when their miſtreſs went into the 
country, which ſhe generally did every Sa- 


turday, ſhe cauſed the unhappy girls to be 


chained up in that filthy, loathſome place, 
till her return ; an event which thoſe poor 
ſufferers dreaded much more than death, 
as that would have put a period to their mi- 


ſeries at vnce.--- That their ſubſiſtance, oin 


theſe occaſions, was raw lights and hog- 


waſh. 


On the 41ſt of July, this monſterofcruelty 
obliged the eldeſt apprentice, who is ſince 
dead, toſtrip herſelf-naked, and then tied her 
up to the ſtaple in the beam, and ſcourged 
ker fix times ſucceſſively with a whalebone 
riding whip, on ſeveral parts of her body; 
and with the butt-end divers times about the 


head, the blood guſhing from that, and 
other parts of her body.---The: unhappy 


girl continued bleeding from that time till 


the 4th of Auguſt, when a diſcovery of this 


horrid ſcene being made, ſhe was conveyed 
to St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital, no dreſſings 
having. been applied to her wounds,---The 
terrible miſcreant, after having ſatiated her 


eyes with beholding the poor girl in the 
moſt agonizing and excruciating torture, 
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after having ſcourged her fix times, till the 
blood ran in ſtreams from every part of her 
body, and till her own ſtrength was unequal 
to the cruel purpoſes of her ſavage heart, 
had the farther inhumanity to throw three 
pails full of cold water upon the naked, 
bleeding and tormented ſufferer. By this, 
and her former uſage, ſhe was one continued 
fore, covered with gaſhes from head to 
foot; her fleſh ſeemed putrified, and ap- 
| peared, rather as if cut with knives than 
whips. Her head was ſwelled to an enor- 
mous ſize, her eyes were imperceptible, and 
her ſpeech gone. Her neck and ſhoulders 
too were torn in a moſt terrible manner b 
an iron collar, which ſhe obliged her to 
Wear. 

Would any one believe this more than 
Hyrcanian tygreſs has been the mother of 
nineteen children; and, by her agreeable 
and even tender carriage, was reſpected by 
thoſe who were intimately acquainted with 
her? It is uncertain how much longer this 
diabolical tragedy might have been acted, 
had not her myſterious conduct towards 
theſe unhappy girls, whom ſhe ſcarce ever 
allowed to fee the light, attracted the notice 
of the neighbours. It was to them great 
matter of ſurprize, that her apprentices 
ſhould be ſo ſeldom ſeen; and theig ema- 
ciated, ſqualid looks when they made their 
appearance, could ſcarce fail to excite. ſuſpi- 
| C I cions. 
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cions. Add to this, that cries and groans 

were frequently heard from the cellar, or 

lower part of the houſe. | 
A journeyman baker, particularly, whoſe 

maſter lives next door, appears to have en- 

tertained ſuſpicions of theſe horrid barba- 


rities at an earlier period than the reſt of 


the neighbours. He was, however, un- 
willing to declare what he ſuſpected, till he 


| ſhould get farther inſight into the affair. 


The people maintained a very good cha- 
racter; and it was highly unjuſt, upon ſlight 
ſuſpicions, to call their reputation in 
queſtion. At the ſame time that the baker 
was unwilling wantonly to blaſt the repu- 
tation of a family, which had formerly 
been untainted ; he was ſenfGble, that. ta 
conceal his ſufpicions, if well founded, was 
to commence acceſſary to the crime, contri- 
bute to the guilt, and, in conſequence, incur 
equal puniſhment with the principal actors. 
The crime too of which he ſuſpected them, 
was of the deepeſt dye, and of the moſt dan- 
gerous conſequences to ſociety. For theſe 
reaſons, he watched them very narrowly, 
communicated his ſuſpicions to a few of the 
neighbours, and- fat up ſometimes whole 
nights, if, perchance, he could get any 
more light into this dark and myſterious 
affair, 

One morning, very early, he heard di- 
ſtinctly the cries of one of the girls ; and, 
| vpon 
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upon looking down a ſky- light, ſaw the un- 
happy creature quite naked, ſave about the 


waiſt, which was covered with a piece of 


rug or blanket; her miſtreſs was with her, 
and ſcolded her for not having finiſhed her 
waſhing, threatening that ſhe ſhould get 
fix ſevere bloody whippings that day for her 
neglect. This appears to have been the 
morning of the thirty-firſt of July, when, 
as 1s proved, by the depoſitions of the youngeſt 
girl, her miſtreſs whipped Mary Clifford, 
the eldeſt apprentice, fix different times, 
with a large whale-bone whip, till the blood 
ſtreamed from every part of her body. Many 


of the neighbours, as well as the baker, 


were witneſſes to this converſation.---They 
had not, however, ſeen or heard the girl 


whipped---but, for two or three days after, 


her cries and groans from the cellar, where 
ſhe lay drowned in her own blood, convinced 
them too well that the inhuman monſter 
had put her threats in execution. 
By means of the ſky-light, the baker 


perceived ſomething Tying along on the 


ground, all covered with gore, at a trap- 
door, whither the poor wretch had crawled 


for freſh air, and which was ſuppoſed to be 


opened togive vent to the ſtench of thehog's« 
ty. To be ſatisfied whether it was a human 
appearance, he threw down a piece of mor- 
tar, which the girl obſerving, made a con- 
| fuſed inarticulate noiſe through her throat, 
| 2 | as 
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as if attempting to ſpeak. He was now too 


well convinced of the reality of the horrid 
ſcene which he had all along ſuſpected ; no 


time was to be loſt; inſtant detection 
was the only probable means of ſaving the 
poor creature's life, and bringing ſuch miſ- 
creants to condign puniſhment. Whether 
the girl's mother had been informed by the 
baker of the horrid ſcene to which he had 
been witneſs, is not known; certain it is, 
ſhe came to enquire for her child imme- 
diately before the conſtables ſurrounded the 
houſe. Mrs. Brownrigg proteſted that her 
daughter was in the country---that ſhe had 
been there a fortnight---and was very well 
when ſhe heard of her. This enquiry could 

not fail to alarm the guilty conſcience of the 
inhuman ſavage; ſhe was ſcarce able to com- 
mand ſufficient courage to make a reply, 
when the appearance of the conſtables con- 
vincing her that all her train of guilt was 
now diſcovered, ſhe fled with the greateſt 
precipitation down Fetter-Lane, leaving her 


huſband and family to fatisfy offended juſ- 


tice.. The baker had acquainted his maſter, 
Mr. Deacon, of the ſcene which he had 
witneſſed; who, without delay, ſent for the 


_ conſtables to apprehend theſe hell-hounds. 


Upon Mrs. Brownrigg's eſcape, the con- 
{tables aſked for her huſband; and deſired 
him to produce Mary Clifford, bis eldeſt ap- 


prentice. He proteited, with dreadful oaths 


and 
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and imprecations, that ſhe was twenty miles 
in the country; but, upon being ſeverely 
threatened, his eldeſt ſon produced her; 
though it is not certain from whence he 
brought her; in all probability from the 


© cellar, or dark hole below the ſtairs, where 


the baker had ſeen her lye, and heard her 
groans. It is impoſſible to deſcribe the 
ſituation of this unhappy wretch, when ſhe 
| was brought from her place of confinement; 
or to figure the ſurprize, pity and indignation, 
of the ſpectators. She was almoſt naked, 

her head ſwelled as big as a man's body; her 
eyes not to be ſeen; her ſpeech gone; her 
whole body cruſted over with ſcab; the fleſh 
mortified in ſeveral places; and the recent 
wounds ſtreaming with blood. It is not poſ- 
fible to dwell long on the ſhocking ſubject: 

ſaffice it to ſay, that no deſcription we can 
give, no conception we can raiſe, can in any 
degree equal the horrid ſpectacle. The 
other girl, who is about thirteen, the eldeſt 
being ſeventeen years of age, was likewiſe 
produced. She too, though not ſo barba- 
rouſly uſed, was almoſt reduced to a ſke- 
leton, The two girls were immediately 
carried to St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital; and 
Brownrigg, the painter, was ſent to Wood 
Street Compter, till he ſhould undergo an 
examination before the ſitting Alderman. 

. Accordingly, on Wedneſday the fifth of 
Auguſt, he was examined before alderman 
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Croſby, at Guildhall, when the youngeſt 


girl appearing, depoſed to all the particulars 


of the above narrative, 

It further appeared, that Browaviey had 
five pounds with each of the girls from the 
pariſhes they belonged to; and this may, 
perhaps, account for the cruelties of his 
wife towards them, and former apprentices. 
The girl ſeemed to acquit her maſter of any 
ſeverities ; but affirmed, that he knew of 
his wife's cruel behaviour to them, without 


making any remonſtrance or oppoſition. 


The huſband, after examination, was re- 


committed to the Compter; and as Mrs. 


Brownrigg, the capital actor, had eſcaped, 
all imaginable precautions were taken to 
have her apprehended before ſhe ſhould get 
out of the kingdom. Mean-while, a ſurgeon 
having examined the eldeſt girl, declared 
that the wounds ſhe had received by whip- . 
ping, were fo bad, for want of dreſſing, that 
her ſhift had eaten into them, and they ap- 

red as if cut with a knife; that ſcarce a 
part of her body was free; and that her 
head and face were much wounded. The 


| Joſs of her ſpeech was attributed by the 


ſurgeon to ſome hurt ſhe had received in the 
glands of her neck: from theſe appear- 
ances he concluded that ſhe could not re- 

cover. 
On Wedneſday, two conſtables were ſta- 
tioned at the doors of their houſe i in Fetter- 
| "> Lane, 
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Lane, to preſerve that and the furniture, 
from the fury of the exaſperated populace. 

On Thurſday the 6th, the youngeſt girl 
was re-examined before the Lord-Mayor, at 
the Manſion-Houſe, when warrants were 
iſſued out to apprehend ſome others, parti- 
cularly Brownrigg's male apprentices, againſt 
whom ſhe had given information for being 
concerned in their ill uſage : and on Friday, 
a younger ſon of the painter's, was com- 

mitted to the Compter, by Sir William Ste- 
phenſon, the fitting Alderman at Guildhall, 
in order to diſcover whither his mother and 
elder brother had gone; for the latter, like- 
wiſe, by this time, had made his eſcape. 

On Sunday morning the eldeſt girl died; 
and the Coroner's Inqueſt having ſat on the 
body, and examined evidence, at length, 
brought in their verdict, charging both 
Brownrigg and his wife with wilful murder. 

It is ſaid, that the huſband, who was in 
the Compter, being told on Sunday morning 
that the girl was dead, wept bitterly ; and 
a tradeſman, an acquaintance, afking him 
if he was guilty, he declared he was not; 
that he knew indeed that his wife mal- 
treated the girls; but that he never durſt 
contradict her in any thing ſhe did. 

Notwithſtanding this declaration, it ap- 
pears by the evidence of one who had for- 
merly been journeyman to Brownrigg, that 
he himſelf uſed to whip theſe girls; and 
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that once, in particular, he laſhed one of 


them till his whip broke; and that even 
then he did not give over; but, tying toge- 
ther the broken parts of the whip, renewed 
his cruelty till the poor creature was all 


over blood. 


Upon the death of Mary Clifford, ſtricter 


ſearch was made after Mrs. Brownrigg ; 
minute deſcriptions of her and her ſon's per- 


ſons were inſerted in all the daily papers, 
and ſent down to the ſeveral ſea- ports to 
prevent their eſcape; and a reward, firſt of 


twelve, and afterwards of twenty-five 
guineas was offered by the church-wardens 


and overſeers of the pariſh of St. Dunſtan's 
to the perſon or perſons who ſhould appre- 


bend them. At the ſame time, all people 


were cautioned from harbouring, or in any 
wiſe concealing them, on pain of being 
proſecuted with the utmoſt ſeverity of the 
law. Various were the conjectures of the 
rout they had taken: it was generally be- 
lieved that they had made for Dover, and 


thence with all poſſible expedition for Calais, 
where, it was faid, Mrs. Brownrigg had a 


particular acquaintance: it was ſurmiſed too, 
that ſhe was diſguifed in men's eloaths : ſome 
on the ether hand were of opinion that they 
were ſtill in London; and a man, who paſſed | 
thro' the Rolls buildings, hearing the voice of 


a woman, exclaiming, I will ſurrender; my 


conſcience troubles me; I will ſurrender ;” 
| _ fancied 


( 7 * 
fancied. it muſt be Mrs. Brownrigg. In this 
opinion he was confirmed, when peeping 
into the room whence the noiſe proceeded, 
he ſaw a flim woman of a ſwarthy com- 

plexion, and who, in every particular, an- 
ſwered the deſcription of Mrs. Brownrigg. 
He therefore immediately applied to one of 
the pariſh officers of St. Dunſtan's with this 
information, who, on going to the houſe, 
found the perſon deſcribed ; but ſhe proved 
to be a gentlewoman diſordered in her 
ſenſes who continued raving in the manner 
already related. | 
Mean while the younger * was ordered to 
be diſcharged from the Poultry Compter, no 
evidence appearing againſt him: the younger 
girl too, by proper care and management, 
was, by this time, conſiderably better; and, 
before the mother and fon were apprehended, 
was pronounced by the ſurgeon, who at- 
tended her at St. Bartholomew's Hoſpital, 
to be out of danger, It was indeed given 
out, for ſome time, that ſhe was delirious; 
and that the phyſician had given orders that 
ſuch a number of perſons as flocked to ſee 
and talk to her, ſhould not, for the future, 
be admitted, as they had diſcompoſed her 
greatly in the languiſhing ſtate in which ſhe 
had been, and ſtill continued to be. It was. 
added, that, in all probability, the could 


not long ſurvive. But theſe accounts ſeem 


to have been greatly magnified. The girl 
_ was 
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was never ſo ill as her fellow-apprentice, 
and ſeems to have mended every day with 
good uſage. 

| We obſerved how, that the male ap- 
prentices were likewiſe committed to the 
Compter, on ſuſpicion of being privy to 
their miſtreſs's cruelties. They were ac- 
cordingly examined ; and it appeared, by 
the evidence of the youngeſt girl, that, 
tho' they did not aſſiſt the huſband or wife 
in their barbarities, they were not ignorant 
of the ſhocking manner in which they were 
uſed.---It was, however, pleaded for them, 
that, by the articles of their indenture, 
they were- obliged, under a penalty, to 
keep their maſter's ſecrets, of whatever na- 


ture thoſe ſecrets might be; and by this 


ſalvo they eſcaped. 
On Sunday, Avguſt 16, Mrs. Brown= 


rigg and John Brownrigg, her ſon, who is 


about nineteen years of age, were taken at 
the ſhop of Mr. Dunbar, a chandler, at 


Wandſworth, in Surry, and brought to the 
Poultry Compter.---The particulars of this 
ſtory are as follows.--- On the Tueſday pre- 
ceding, they took a lodging at the above 
chandler's-ſhop, and paſſed as man and 
wife, cohabiting together, and lyi ing in the 


- fame bed.---They kept very cloſe in the 


room, which occaſioned various conjectures. 


Mr. Dunbar * to hear their ſtory, 
and 


( 19) 
and the minute deſcriptions given of them 
in the daily papers, could not fail to per- 
ceive the reſemblance between thoſe charged 
with the murder of Mary Clifford and his 
gueſts. He was reſolved, however, to 
examine them very narrowly.---For this 
purpoſe, he procured the Daily Advertiſer 
of Saturday, and comparing the deſcription 
with the appearance of his lodgers, whom 
he contrived to ſee, he was perfectly ſatiſ- 
fied of the identity.---This diſcovery he 
communicated to his wife that night, who, 
being greatly terrified, was for turning them 

out immediately into the ſtreet; but the 
huſband remonſtrating againſt the impru- 
dence of ſuch a ſtep; as, in all probability, 
if the leaſt ſcent ſhould be got by the mob, 
they would be torn in pieces, and themſelves 
involved in the ſame calamity for harbour- 
ing them; the affair was prodently huſhed 
till they were apprehended. 

On Sunday morning Mr. Dunbar came 
to town, and enquiring at Peele's coffee- 
houſe for Mr. Owen, one of the church- 
wardens of the pariſh of St. Dunſtan's, was 
told that he was in church. Having called 
him out of church, Mr. Dunbar commu- 
nicated his ſuſpicions---Upon which Mr, 
Deacon, the baker, who knew Mrs. 
Brownrigg, and Mr. Wingrave, a conſtable, 
were deputed to apprehend them. When 
they arrived at the houſe, Deacon made di- 
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rely up ſtairs, and, the door being open, 


ruſhed in upon them by ſurprize---he found 
the mother fitting on the bed, and the ſon 
walking up and down the room dreſt in a 
thick-ſet livery.---Being fatisfied of the 
identity of the perſons, notwithſtanding 
< iſguiſe, Re, called for the conſtable, 
and had them immediately apprehended. 
It is ſaid, that upon hearing of the girl's 
death, both mother and ſon, particularly 
the mer, were greatly affected, and ſhed 


| ary tears. 


The whole r Was cendudted with 


the greateſt ſecrecy and prudence---nor did 


the culprits themſelves know that the land- 


lord was acquainted with their ſtory; who, 
in fact, had been the principal inſtrument in 


delivering them up to juſtice. It is not cer- 


tainly known where they had been from 


the Ath of Auguſt, when the diſcovery was 
made, till the 11th, when they took their 
lodging at Wandſworth. It is thought they 
were concealed either in Alderſgate-itreet 
or in Eagle Court in the Strand, till the 
1oth, hen they are ſaid to have lodged in 


"Dbon: Street, Fetter-Lane ; which laſt cir- 


cumſtance is not unlikely, as they de- 
Elared they went down Fetter-Lane in a 
hackney coach the day after: and it is 
remarkable, that the coach, in which they 
were, was ſtopped by a cart oppoſite to 


fir own houſe in that lane -- ſo that their 
eſcape 


C03 
eſcape was wonderful. The mother had 
indeed fo well diſguiſed herſelf, that thoſe 
who went to apprehend her, and knew her 
perſonally, being her near neighbours, de- 
clared they ſhould not have known her, had 
they not received the previous ſuſpicion 
who ſhe: was from the perſon in whoſe 
houſe ſhe lodged.---When it was known 
that this unhappy woman and her ſon were 
apprehended, and actually in cuſtody in 
the Compter, every body was defirous to 
ſee them; and, as it was expected they 
would, previous to their being ſent to 
Neu gate, undergo the cuſtomary examina- 
tion before the Lord Mayor at the Man- 
ſion- houſe, a vaſt number of people aſſem- 
bled on Monday morning before the Poul- 
ry Compter, and did not diſperſe till the 
afternoon, when they were informed, that 
the could not be remoyed that day on ac- 
count of her being ſeized with violent fits. 
Theſe fits are ſaid to have attacked her im- 
mediately after ſhe was lodged in the Comp- 
ter- and to have continued without inter- 
miſſſion for ſeveral days. The true reaſon, 
however, of delaying their examination, 
and afterwards of diſpenſing with it alto- 
gether, ſeems to have been, leaſt the in- 
cenſed populace ſhould wreak that venge- 
ance upon their guilty heads, which it be- 
longs to the laws alone to execute. On 
Tueſday morning the mob aſſembled "gun 

I or 
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for the ſame purpoſe before the Manſion- 
houſe and Poultry-Compter, but were 
again diſappointed ; ſhe, as was ſaid, being 
ſtill unfit to be removed. On Friday the 
21ſt, John Brownrigg, the eldeſt fon of 
Brownrigg the painter, was examined be- 
fore the Lord Mayor relative to the mur- 
der of Mary Clifford.---By the Depoſitions 
of the ſurviving apprentice, at the different 
examinations of James Brownrigg the fa- 
ther, it appeared that the eldeſt fon was 
not only privy to the cruelties inflicted up- 
on the unhappy girls, but often aſſiſted his 
mother in inflicting them. At the preſent 
examination, the Veſtry of St. Dunſtan's 
pariſh attended, as likewiſe the Coroner, 
and two gentlemen of the law, one for the 
boy, the other for the pariſh. The youn- 
ger apprentice, on this occaſion, depoſed, 
«© That about fix. months ago, the faid 
John beat the deceaſed with the buckle-end 
of a thick leather belt, till the blood ran 
from her head, neck, and ſhoulders, (ſeve- 
ral wounds ſhe had before received being 
but juſt ſkinned over) becauſe ſhe did not 
turn up a bedſtead, though, as appeared to 
the deponent, ſhe had not ſtrength to do 
it. Depoſes, That about three months ago, 
the faid John came into the cellar juſt after 
his mother had been horſe-whipping the 
deceaſed, who was then naked, when the 
former {the mother) told him, that though 
the 


- 


( 3 
ſhe had beaten the girl ſeverely, ſhe could 
not make her do any thing, and bid him 
whip her; whereupon he gave the deceaſed. 
about twenty cuts with the laſh of the, 
whip ; after which, the mother and fon 
went away, leaving the poor creature nak- 
ed, and bathed in her own blood.” The 

_ witneſs having added, that the ſon had not 
to her knowledge, beat the deceaſed after 
the laſt mentioned time; and it being the 
opinion of the ſurgeons, that the wounds 
which occaſioned her death, were thoſe 
which ſhe received on the 3 iſt of July; 
and the whippings given by the ſon being 
before that time, he was not judged acceſ- 
ſary to the murder, but was remanded back 
to the Compter, till it could be known 
whether the pariſh officers had any other 
charge againſt him. In the courſe of this 
examination it appeared, that Elizabeth 
Brownrigg began to beat the deceaſed about 
a month after her being bound apprentice, 
and from that time the wounds of the un- 
happy girl were never ſuffered to heal 
thoroughly, but conſtantly kept open by 
repeated ſeverities,----Mean while Mrs. 
Brownrigg continued dangerouſly ill in the 
Compter, being ſtrictly watched, leſt ſhe 
ſhould attempt any thing againſt her life. 

On Monday the 24th of Auguſt, John 
Brownrigg was again carried before the 
Lord Mayor, charged with a miſdemeanor 
| | in 


Co 

in beating the ſurviving girl, apprentice to 
his father ; when it appeared, on the oath 
of the girl, that he had whipped her nak- 
ed three ſucceſſive days with a horfe-whip ; 
twice by order of his mother, and 
third time of his own accord, becauſe ſhe 
had eaten two or three cheſnuts which lay 
in her way -- and that he afterwards drove 
der up ſtairs naked and bleeding to fhew 
his mother what he had done. He was re- 
committed to the Poultry Compter: upon 
Hearing of which, his mother again fell in- 
to fits, from which ſhe had been free for 
two days before. It is worthy of note, 
that the eldeft ſon was a much greater 
darling with his mother than the youngeſt, 
who had been diſcharged from the Comp- 
ter, and was of a mild merciful diſpoſition; 
We muſt not omit to obſerve, that, in the 
courſe of the ſeveral examinations about 
this ſhocking affair, it appeared that the 
youngeſt boy often carried proviſions to 
theſe unhappy girls, unknown to his mo- 
ther---and that the huſband ſometimes, 
when his wife was not at home, did the 
ſame---No- ſuch favourable circumſtances, 
however, appeared for the eldeſt fon, who 
indeed, ſeems to have been in every reſpect 
a child after his mother's own heart. 
On Friday the 28th, Mrs. Brownrigg,. 
by virtue of an order from the Lord Mayor, 
was carried with as much ſecrecy as poſ- 

. | ſible 
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| ible from the Poultry Compter to New- 
gate; the ſurgeons having declared that 
the might be removed thither with ſafety 
---And on Friday, September the 4th, her 
huſband was removed to the ſame priſon 
from Wood-ſtreet Compter, where he had 
been confined ſince the 4th of Auguſt, 
They will both ſtand trial at the enſuing 
ſeſſions at the Old Bailey. The ſon ſtill 
remains in the Poultry Compter. 
The above narrative, which is literally 
true, cannot fail to fill every lover of hu- 
manity with ſurprize and ſorrow, that 
there ſhould exiſt among the human ſpecies 
a wretch, who, inſtead of acting the part 
of a mother to theſe deſtitute children, 
could, with a heart ſteeled againſt every 
tender and humane ſentiment, rack her in- 


vention for means to torture and torment _ * 


them. Is it not too amazing that ſuch a 
horrid ſcene of inhumanity could be ſo 
long and ſo ſecretly perpetrated in the very 
heart of the city, and in a public and cre- 
ditable neighbourhood ? It is to be wiſhed 
that this diſcovery may prove the means of 
23 for the future, all ſuch merci- 

eſs tyrants as theſe from wreaking their 
inſatiable cruelty on other helpleſs inno- 
cents, in more private parts of this popu- 
Tous city; for we find, that the examples 
made of the mother and daughter, whoſe 


trial is hereto ſubjoined, and a more recent 
E- one 
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one of the man for ſtarving his wife, have 
not been capable of deterring theſe people 
from the moſt deliberate acts of brutal 
fury. Nee 
It gives me great pleaſure to hear that 
the overſeers of ſeveral pariſhes have come 
to a reſolution of making ſtrict enquiry in- 
to the condition and uſage of their ſeveral 
poor children, who have been bound out 


apprentices; and that the ſame will be re- 


peated from time to time, in order to pre- 
vent any cruel and inhuman uſage being 
inflicted on theſe poor helpleſs innocents. 
This method can ſcarce fail of ſucceſs ; 
and I heartily with it may be put in imme- 
diate practice ; as daily experience evinces, 
that there are too many, particularly among 
the vulgar, who take a malicious pleaſure 
in exerciſing ſeverities on ſuch children as 
are committed to their care and protection, 
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The TRTAL of Mrs. ELIZ ABEBTEH 
BRAN CH, and Her Daughter, at 
the Aſſizes held at Taunton, on 
Saturday, March 31, 1740; 


Before the Honourable JupGs CHAP PLR, 
one of His Majeſty's Juſtices of the Court 
of King's Bench, and ſeveral others of 
His Majeſty's Juſtices, for the County of 
SOMERS E g of 


XN LERK. Gentlemen, afe you all ſworn? 
ee. Les. 
Council for the King, My lord, and you 
ntlemen of the jury, I am council on the 
ſide of the proſecution, and, gentlemen, the 
priſoners at the bar are indicted for an 
heinous offence, for a crime horrid; bar- 
barous and cruel, the murder of one of their 
own ſervant maids, of one, if I may credit 
my inſtructions, who always behaved herſelf 
_ faithfully and honeſtly, and reſpectfully, 
during the time ſhe was in the ſervice of the 
priſoners. I ſhudder, gentlemen, even to 
think, much leſs to repeat, the barbarous 
methods the priſoners purſued in murdering 
the deceaſed. I ſhall therefore leave it to 
the evidence, who will in the courſe of the 
E 2 trial, 


1 
trial, tell you in what manner the priſoners 
perpetrated the horrid act. | -— 
Second Council for the King. My lord, and 
you gentlemen of the jury, Mrs. Branch, 
one of the unhappy priſoners at the bar, is 
the widow, of a gentleman, worth Zoo l. a 
year, at Hemmington, in the county of So- 
merſet; and, gentlemen, according to my 
papers, the priſoner, Elizabeth Branch, al- 
ways ſhewed ſuch a perverſe diſpoſition, and 
behaved in ſuch a manner, that it is gene- 
. rally believed ſhe in a great meaſure haſtened 
— the death of her huſband : her repeated 
cruelties and barbarities, even in his life- 
time, rendering him ſo very uneaſy, that it 
is even now a difpute in the country, whether 
0 his life was ſhortened by any indirect means, 
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or whether his heart was broke, at ſeeing 
the daily, wicked, enormous proceedings 
of his wife. Hence, gentlemen, it natu- 
rally followed, that no ſervants would live 
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1 with them long; though, during the life of 
14 Mr. Branch, they endeavoured: to bear with 
Wh her ill uſage, becauſe he was a good-natured 
144 man, and made them all the amends in his 
11 | power. The priſoner, gentlemen, is of a 
11. moroſe diſpoſition, and uſed continually. to 
4 thwart her huſband on very trifling occa- 
1 — ions, and in particular if he expreſſed a re- 
1 gad for any one ſervant more than another, 
thi that perſon was ſure to be uſed remarkably 
l; infomuch that the priſoner in a little 


Wh. Let ® time 
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time after marriage, and ſettling at Hem- 


mington, became the talk of the whole 


country round, and no one cared to live with 
her. Upon the account of her ill and cruel 
treatment of her ſervants, after the deceaſe 
of her huſband, ſhe was obliged to continue 


for a long time without any ſervant. But,. 


_ gentlemen, notwithſtanding the priſoner's 
untowardneſs and ill uſage. towards her 


| huſband, ſhe fo artfully managed it, that ſhe 
and her daughter got poſſeſſion of all his 


eſtate, which amounted in the whole to near 
300 l. per annum. When the priſoner was 
become miſtreſs of this money, that moroſe- 
neſs, pride and inſolence, ſhe harboured in 
her mind before, now became altogether in- 
tolerable. It was now, gentlemen, that the 
priſoner, elate with pride, imagined that no 
perſon was good enough to ſpeak to her. It 
was now that ſhe gave herſelf a greater looſe 
to barbarity and cruelty, imagining that ſer- 


vants were vaſſals and ſlaves. Hence, the 
priſoner was obliged to put up with unhappy . 


orphans, &c. from the pariſh, on whom 
ſhe exerciſed her cruel temper, well know= 


ing they had nobody to complain to, but 


church-wardens, overſeers, and committee- 
men, who ſeldom liften to their complaints. 
And, gentlemen, it is too generally believed, 
that as the priſoner hath gone on for ſame 
years paſt, in this cruel method of 


| pfoce- 
dure, ſhe hath occaſioned: the death of ſe- 
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veral poor boys and girls, who deſerved a 
better fate, but were unlucky enough to 
fall under fo ſevere a miſtreſs as the priſoner. 
But, gentlemen, ſhe, not content with ex- 
erciſing whatever cruelties and barbarities 
ſhe could imagine herſelf, brought up her 
daughter to do the ſame. To ſuch a height 
of wickedneſs and barbarity did the pri- 
ſoners ariſe, that, as the evidence for the 
king will inform you, and the ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances of the fact, they, on the fourth 
day of November laſt, fell upon Jane But- 
terſworth, their ſervant-maid, and moſt in- 
humanly murdered her.. 
Third Council for the King. My lord, and 
gentlemen of the jury, the heinouſneſs and 
obliquity of the ſin of Murder, calls imme- 
diately to Heaven for vengeance; for it is 
obſervable, gentlemen, and fo it will appear 
by the evidence we ſhall produce on behalf 
of the king, that notwithſtanding the pri- 
ſoners endeavoured to ſtifle the murder of 
the deceaſed, by reporting that ſhe died ſud- 
denly, and ſucceeded ſo far as to cauſe her 
to be buried privately, yet before three days 
were paſſed, Providence, who will not ſuf- 
fer a crime of ſo black a die to go unpu- 
niſhed, regardful of the Almighty Decree, 
« Whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man 
<« ſhall his blood be ſhed,” ſtirred up a 
ſtranger to the deceaſed (for, gentlemen, the 


deceaſed had no friends or relations) to make 
» inquiſition 


C7 
inquiſition for her blood ; who having pro- 
cured leave, took up the body of the de- 
ceaſed out of the grave where ſhe was buried, 


at the charge of the priſoners, in the church- 


yard belonging to the pariſh of Hemming- 
ton. Upon examination of the body, it was 
found that the deceaſed was murdered, and 
the coroner's inqueſt having ſet on the body, 
brought in their verdict, . Wilful murder, 
« by perſons unknown.“ Soon after which, 
the priſoners were ſuſpected, apprehended, 
carried before a juſtice, examined, and com- 
mitted to gaol. And, gentlemen, let me 


tell you, that the laws of England are as 


careful, and tenacious of the life of the 
pooreſt perſon, as of the richeſt, and ſo juſt 


and impartial is his moſt ſacred majeſty, our 


ſovereign lord, and the worthy magiſtrates 
of this land, and the judges thereof, that no 
one who offends the law in this point before 
us, if found guilty, can eſcape its juſtice. 
O how happy and bleſſed is our ſtate, where 
no power, nor money, can ſcreen the guilty! 
Gentlemen, I bluſh to relate to you the 
horrid circumſtances of the murder the pri- 
ſoners at the bar have committed; the man- 
ner of it, the indecency, cruelty, barbarity 
and inhumanity thereof, will better become 
the evidence to relate, than me to repeat. 
Gentlemen, we ſhall call our witneſſes, and 
prove the murder, and we doubt not but you 
will find the priſoners guilty. 

[Mrs, 
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Mrs. Branch being a woman of ſubſtance, 


had retained of her ſide, eight counſellers, 


who ſpoke in the behalf of her and her 
daughter, as follows:: 

Council for the Priſoners. My lord, with 
your lordſhip's leave, I beg, as I am council 


in behalf of the priſoners, to addreſs myſelf 


to your lordſhip, and to you gentlemen of 
the jury. And, gentlemen, the priſoners 
at the bar ſtand indicted for the murder of 


Anne Butterſworth, their ſervant maid. In 


the courſe of the evidence that we ſhall call, 
it will appear, that this is a malicious pro- 
ſecution, that we ſhall be honourably ac- 


2 


quitted, and ſhall obtain a copy of the in- 


dictment. | | 

Second Council. My lord, and gentlemen 
of the jury, tis true, as has been obferved, 
that the priſoner, Elizabeth Branch, is a 


gentlewoman of great ſubſtance, to the 


amount of 3 or 400l. per annum; a very great 


eſtate in this part of the country, for people 


in private life. Gentlemen, the council on 


the ſide of the proſecution, have told you, 


that the priſoner is the widow of a gentle- 
man, who, when alive, lived at Hemming- 
ton, in this county ; but this is but a ſmall 
miſtake, amongſt many others, that they 


have wilfully run into. The priſoner, gen- 


tlemen, was the daughter of a gentleman, 
and married one Branch, a farmer at HNem- 
mington, and ſhe brought him a fortune of 

. | a IOO I, 
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rodol. and, gentlemen, our money was 
uſeful to him, was expended in manuring 
the land, and through the great and notable 
induſtry of the priſoner, he got theſe great 


riches : we-ſhall be able to prove, that ſhe - 


was far from being a cruel, barbarous miſ- 
treſs to her ſervants; and, gentlemen, if my 


inſtructions are right, we ſhall ſhew you, 


that this is a malicious proſecution, under- 
taken with no other deſign than to extort a 
g ſum of money from the priſoners. 1 
Third Counſel. That this is a malicious 
proſecution, gentlemen, will, in ſome mea- 
ure, appear even from what the proſecutor's 
council have advanced. They, in order to 


8 you gentlemen of the jury, even 


ſinuate to you, that Mrs. Branch was the 
haſtener of the death, if not the murderer 
of her own huſband. When, gentlemen; 
it is well knowti, that the priſoner and her 
huſband always Itved together in the greateſt 
harmony, for many years, till the time of his 
death; and fo rel a reſpe& had ſhe for her 
deceaſed huſband, that ſhe has remained a 
widow ever ſince. Nay, it is even a contra- 


diction to itſelf, to ſuppoſe, that a man and 


a woman ſhould amaſs together ſo great an 
eſtate as 3 or 40ol. a year, and all that time, 
as is inſinuated, they ſhould live at vatiance 
one with another, that one ſhould be kind 
and good natur'd to ſervants, and the other 


ctuel and barbarous. In ſhort, if the pri- 
7% Rl F | : ſoner 9 
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ſoner, Elizabeth Branch, was, as the pro- 
ſecution inſinuates, barbarous and cruel to 
her ſervants, how would it have been poſ- 
ſible for them to have carried on the buſineſs 
of farming? I will venture to affirm, that 
if it were the caſe, no one ſervant in the 
whole country would ever have worked with 
him; and then it muſt have followed, that 
they would not have been maſters of ſo 
large an eſtate. That the priſoner is now 
poſſeſſed of ſuch an eſtate, is to me a con- 
vincing argument, not only of her induſtry, 
economy, and good management, but alſo 
a convincing reaſon that her ſervants lived 
with her a long time, that they fared well, 
and were uſed kindly. | 

Fourth Council, My lord, 1 beg leave to 
Serve to your londthin... and to the gentle- 
men of the jury, that notwithſtanding | the 
mean inſinuations of ſome people, it is fur- 
ther plain, that the priſoner and her huſband 
lived, together amicably to the day of his 
death; for he, by his laſt. will, gave the 
whole of his few to, (as he expreſſes it) 
his loving wife, &c. This, gentlemen, is 
a potent argument of her ſincere love, duty 
and affection, for her deceaſed huſband; for 
had ſhe been (as her enemies repreſent her) 
it is paſt diſpute, nay; I think, it would have 
been very unlikely that he ſhould have given 
her his whole eſtate. On the other hand, 
36:1 am rightly ip formed, Mrs. Branch, the 
201101 3 
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prifoner, was a dutiful, induſtrious wife, 
careful and thrifty, always ſtudying to pleaſe 
her huſband, diligent in his buſineſs, hoſ- 
pitable to the poor, kind to honeſt ſervants, 
and a friend to ſtrangers ; her ſervants lived 
with her a great while at a time, and thoſe 
that left her ſervice, were always glad'to 
come to it again. Indeed, ſhe hated an idle, 
roguiſh ſervant, and uſed to reprove them 
ſharply, and ſhe' would not ſuffer them to 
run gadding of their own' heads into bad 
company, but obliged them to keep good 
hours, and to go to church on a 8050 


And if the court ſhall think proper, we can 


call a multitude of witneſſes, her ſervants; 


and others, to ſupport this character, which 


oO”, the priſoner, juſtly deſerves. 


Fifth Council. | My lord, I beg leave to 
trouble your lordſhip, with two or three ob- 
ſervations, to ſhew your lordſhip, and the 
gentlemen of the jury, the great improba- 
bility there is, that the priſoner at the bar 
ſhould be guilty of the crime laid to her 
charge. And firſt, gentlemen, it ought to 
be obſerved, that the priſoner was of a very 


charitable diſpoſition, and of very great uſe 
and ſervice to the pariſh of Hemmington. 
It was her cuſtom, and a good and laudable 
cuſtom it was too, for her to go to the 


church-wardens, overſeers, and veſtry of the 


pariſh of Hemmington, and enquire for the 
n of the poor, and ſhe would take 
F-2 ' _  " them 
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them into. her ſervice, cloath them has 
naked, feed them when ſtarving, and when 
they were of age, ſhe would get them into 
ſervices or apprenticeſhips, and ſo promote 
them in the world, if ſhe found them in- 
duſtrious- And, my lord, ſeveral of the 
inhabitants of Hemmington are now in 
court, ready to teſtify the truth hereof. 
What greater act of charity can there be in 
the world, than to cloath the naked, to 
provide for the fatherleſs, and to feed "4 
hungry? It is, in my humble opinion, the. 
height of Chriſtianity itſelf. Secondly, This 
cuſtom, ſhe followed, for divers. years; and 
ſeveral pariſhioners of Hemmington being 
aſked, fince this accuſation was brought 
againſt the priſoner, Why they let fo barba- 
rous a woman have their Ne ved replied, 
ſays my brief, That no one of her ſervants 
ever complained to them, but, on the other 
hand, always gave the priſoner the beſt of 
characters. And, laſtly, gentlemen, can it 
be. imagined, that the priſoner ſhould uſe 
her ſervants ſhe had of the pariſh in ſo cruel 

a manner as is repreſented to you, and they, 
at no time, complain to the officers of the 
pariſh thereof? This is unreaſonable to ſup- 

le, 
185 Council. My lord, and gentlemen | 
of the jury, life is precious, and ought not 
to be taken from the priſoners upon ſlander 


evidence. Reaſon, I think, teaches us, that 
| the 


1 
the priſoner equld not be guilty of the fact 
laid to her charge. As for Mary, the ſecond 
priſoner, her own daughter, the is indeed 
Indicted for aiding and aſſiſting her mother, 
Elizabeth Branch, in the murdering of Jane 
Butterſworth,, and this has as great an ap- 


pearance of a malicious proſecution, as any. 


thing in the world; for hereby the proſe- 
cutor ſeems to intend to make ſure work. 
by depriving the mother of the evidence of 
her daughter. Lord, to what a height of 
wickedneſs is the age come! who can be 


ſafe and ſecure from the horrid incurfions of 


ſpite and malice. . Gentlemen, my inſtruc- 


tions tell me, that the deceaſed had been, 
ſick for ſome time, was ſubje& to fainting 
fits, and that ſhe was bringing from the well 
a pail of water upon her head, and coming 
along, ſhe fell down in one of theſe fits, and. 
though all endeavours were uſed poſſible, by 
the priſoners, to prevent her death, yet ſhe. 
inſtantly died, Inſtances of this ſort are too 
frequent. This is the truth, gentlemen, the 
deceaſed fell down, bruiſed herſelf with the 
fall in ſeveral parts, of her body, died, and 


was afterwards, at the charge of the pri- 


ſoners, buried. | | 
Seventh Council. Gentlemen, there re- 


mains now little for me to ſay, in behalf of 
I ſhall only ſay, if 


the priſoners at the bar. | 
they are guilty, I am ſurpriſed that my in- 


a num- 


ſtructions ſhould be filled with the names of 
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2 number of witneſſes, giving both the pri- 
foners the beſt' of characters. Sure I am, 
gentlemen, that if they, the priſoners at 
the bar, were the occaſion of the death of 
the deceaſed, it was by. accident only, and 
not of malice premeditated or aforethought; 
and I humbly apprehend, that upon the 
evidence, this will be the caſe, and then you 
gentlemen will find them guilty of man- 
flaughter only. RE hs he 
_"Erghth Council. My lord, and gentlemen 
of the jury, I beg your patience a little lon- 
ger. And, gentlemen, it is my opinion, 
that this is a malicious profecution ; and as 
T give credit to my inſtructions, the ſtory is 
this: Jane Butterſworth dying ſuddenly, as 
you have heard, when Anne Somers, the 
dairy-maid, who had told the manner of 
the deceaſed's death to ſome of her acquaint- 
ance, they preſently put her upon charging 
her miſtreſs with a murder, by which ſhe 
might get a ſum of money from them; for, 
entlemen, it is obſervable, that the girl 
died on the 4th of November, on the 6th 
was buried, and on the Sth was taken out 
of her grave. After which, the priſoners 
were apprehended, and committed to Ive}- 


cheſter gaol. So that, gentlemen, here 
plainly appears a contrivance ; for why did 
not Anne Somers, before the burial of the 
deceaſed, diſcover the murder, which ſhe 
might then as eaſily have done, as ſhe did 
TY | _ afterwards? 
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afterwards? All the circumſtances of this 
affair, gentlemen, when they come to be 
laid before you, will plainly make it appear, 
that this is a combination of wicked and ill- 
natured people, to take away the lives of the 
innocent, purely becauſe they would not 
have their ſubſtance extorted from them, 
when they knew themſelves not to be guilty. 
And, indeed, gentlemen, I do not find, by 
what the council on the oppoſite ſide ſay, 
that the priſoners were obſerved to bear any 
malice towards the deceaſed, before the pre- 
tended murder; and, therefore, if upon the 
evidence, it ſhould come out, that they, or 
any one of them, accidentally, at the time 
ſworn, did give her a blow, of which the 
deceaſed died, this will be manſlaughter, it 
will not be a premeditated act, as the in- 
dictment ſets forth; and if this be the caſe, 
then you, gentlemen, will bring in your 
verdict, guilty of manſlaughter; but if you 
ſhould be of opinion, upon hearing the 
evidence on both ſides, that the priſoners 
were no way acceſſary to the death of the 
deceaſed, then you will acquit them. 
Council for the King. My lord, and you 
entlemen of the jury, the council on the 
fide of the priſoners have been very large and 
copious in their reply to us of the council on 
the fide of the proſecution ; and I could 
| heartily wiſh, that every word that they have 


laid, was the truth, and nothing but the 
ä truth. 
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truth. Far be it from me to aggravate the 


crime the unhappy priſoners at the bar have 
been guilty of. I could wiſh, and that 
heartily too, that the Juſtice of the cauſe 
was of the fide of the priſoners, for who 


can delight in ſhedding innocent blood; but 


28 1 an perfuaded, and ſo the indictment 


ſets forth, that this was not an accidental 


murder, but àa murder committed with de- 
liberation, with malice aforethought, felo- 
nioully and wilfully committed; therefore 
1 beg bat e eur lordſhip would indulge me 
in a FELL much of the court's time, 
whilſt 1 fiel remark upon what the coun- 

eil for the priloners LL advanced. And, 
gentlemen, it is not abſolutely material, in 


the caſe before us, whether the priſoners 


have a good'or bad character, but whether 
they be guilty' of the indictment, whether 


they, the priſoners, | murdered the deceaſed 


Anne Butterſworth, ji the manner they are 
charged. One of the priſoners council ob- 
ſerves, that the priſoner, Elizabeth Branch, 
was à charitable woman; let it be allowed; 
and yet ſhe might, at this time, deliberately 


_ Kill the deceaſed. * The truth and cireum- 


ſtances of the fact muſt come from the evi- 
dence, and there we will reſt the point; only 


1 would juſt obſerve, That the priſoners 


council putting it upon this ſuppoſition, that 
they the defendants, if they were the occa- 


fon * the death of the deceaſed, it was not 


I — 
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deſignedly, maliciouſly or feloniouſly, but 
by accident, by chance, and without the 


leaſt premeditation, would inſinuate that 
they are not guilty in the words of the in- 
dictment; but we ſhall call our witneſſes, 


and ſupport the charge of Wilful Murder 


againſt the unhappy priſoners at the bar, and 


it is not doubted but you will bring in your 


verdict accordingly. 


Council for the Prifmre. With your lord- 
| ſhip's leave, and humble fubmifſion to the 


Court, I beg leave to ſay, that I have made 
it my buſineſs to look into and conſider the 


nature and circumſtances of the fact now 


before you; and according to my inſtruc- 
tions I find, that the priſoners had ſent the 
deceaſed to ſome neighbouring place for 
ſome baum, where ſhe had loitered ſome 


time, and then returned with a pail of 
water upon her head, and coming careleſsly 


along fell down, upon which one of the 
priſoners gave her a box upon the ear, and 
the deceaſed falling. into a fit, ſhe was put 
to bed, blooded, but, notwithſtanding all 
poſſible care was taken of her by the Priſo- 
ners, the fit was ſo ſtrong that it deprived 
the deceaſed of her life. This, gentlemen, 
is what the law calls Chance Medley, an 
act not done deſignedly, without premedi- 
tation, or fore-thought, - And this, gentle: 


men, is the law, which was given to Moſes 
by the inſpiration of God himſelf, and 
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which, in caſes of Accidental Death, you 
oupht to pay a particular regard to. 


Council for the King. Call Anne Somers. 
Clerk, Put your right hand upon the 


book. The evidence you ſhall give to the 


court, and the jury, ſhall be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the WO 80 


help you, God.“ 


Officer. Kiſs the book, 
Court. Anne Somers, tell the court, and 


the jury, what you know of the murder of 


Jane Butterſworth. 
Anne Somers. My lord, ſhe was whipped 


to death, 'and then buried. 


Court. Tell the jury how it happened, 


and when it was done. 


© Somers. It was done on the fourth day 


| of November. 


Court. Of what November? 
Somers. My lord, F am ſure it was the 
November before laſt Chriſtmas. 

Court. Go on, and tell the jury where 
you was that day, and what happened. 

Somers. I was at the priſoner's houſe at 


Hemmington, near Philips Norton, that day. 


I was then their dairy-maid, when the mur- 
der was committed. 
Court. How long had you then ſerved 


the priſoners as dairy-maid? 


Somers. About four months. 
| Jumman. 


„ 

Juryman. Before you came to be ſer- 
vant to the priſoners; what chamber did 
you hear of them ? 

Somers. That they kept a great farm, 
and that they were worth a deal of money, 
but nothing of their cruelty and barbarous 
| uſage towards their ſervants, till afterwards ; 
for I was a ſtranger to them, and they were 


ſtrangers to me. 
Court. How long bad the deceaſed been 


with the priſoner as a ſervant? » 

Somers. I cannot tell; She was there be- 

fore I came; but how long, I donot know: 
Court. Tell the jury, if you can, how 
this murder happened. 
Somers. My lord, my miſtreſs, Elizabeth 
Branch, — the deceaſed jane Butterſ- 
worth, and ſent her to a neighbouring farm 
to get ſome baum. 

Court. Was it on the day the murder 
was committed, that your miſtreſs ſent the 
cee for ſome baum? 

' Somers. | Ves, my lord. 

a What time of the day was it? 

Somers. It was after dinner, and before 


milking- time. 
Court. What time of the day is milking- 


time? 
8 My lard, it was » dials aicachis, 


and ſhort days, and I believe it might be 
Court, 


about four: o'clock in the afternoon. 
| 43 5 | 
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Court, And how long before that time, 


which you call milking-time, did the pri- 


ſoner ſend the deceaſed of the errand you 


ſpeak of ? 


Somers. About an hour and an half. 
Court. And how far might it be to the 


place the deceaſed was ſent? 


Somers. Half a mile, or leſs. 
Court. And was the deceaſed U an 


hour and an half? 


Somers. No, my lord; ſhe was gone 


how (nk, ſhe need to have been ; but as 


near as I tan gueſs, ſhe was gone an hour. 
Court. Then ſhe returned about half an 

hour before milking- time, as you call it? 
Somers. Yes, my lord, I am ſure ſhe did. 
Court. And when ſhe returned, what 


happened then? 


Somers. Why my old miſtreſs aſked her, 


how 'ſhe came to ſtay fo long, calling her 


lazy flut ; and the deceaſed excufing herſelf 


with forging a lie, my young miſtreſs was 
ſo exaſperated, that ſhe violently ſtruck her 


with her fiſt about the head, and pinched 


her ears. 
Court. | Who is your old miſtreſs, and 


who is your young miſtreſs ? 

Somers. Mrs. Elizabeth Branch, ard 
adeyy Branch. | 

Curt. Do you ſee them now? a 

Somers. Yes, my lord, oye are the pri- 
foners at the bar. 


Court. 


(08 5) 


Court, And what happened after this? 

Somers. My lord, both the priſoners 
1 in a great rage laid hold of the de- 
ceaſed, and flung her upon her face * 
the . 

Court. Where was you at that time? 

Somers, I was in the hall, between the 
kitchen and the parlour. 

Court. And where were the priſoner and 
the deceaſed? | 

Somers. In the kitchen. 

Court, And you was, you ſay, in the 
hall; how could you ſee what was done in 
the kitchen? 

Somers. The deceaſed went through the 
hall into the kitchen, and at the door of the 
kitchen this happened. 


Court, Whereabouts in the hall was you, 


when you ſaw Mary Branch beat the de- 
ceaſed about the head, and pinch her ears ? 

Somers. ] was ſitting at the kitchen- door, 
looking into the kitchen. And when the 
| deceaſed was upon the ground, my young 
miſtreſs , kneeled upon her neck, and then 
my old miſtreſs turned up, my lord, the 
deceaſed's coats, and both of = whipped 
her with twigs, for a long time, and I faw 
Her run with blood. 

Court. What part of the deceaſed did the 
priſoners whip till it run with blood? 

Somers. My lord, the priſoners whipped 
her till the run with blood. | 

Court, 
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mazed, and not able to ſtand, 


(46 /) 
Court. I aſk you, what part that was? 
Somers. My lord, it was the deceaſed's 
breech, as they call it in Somerſetſhire, but 
in my country, my lord, we call it, arſe. 
Court, Mind then, you ſay the priſoners 


{ whipped the breech, or arſe of the deceaſed, 


till it run with blood. 
Somers. Yes, my lord. | 
Court, Are you ſure that you ſaw the 
blood ? . 5 
Somers. Yes, my lord, I ſaw it trickle 
down between her thighs as ſhe lay on the 
floor. And then my young miſtreſs took off 
one of the deceaſed's ſhoes, and beat her 


about the breech and hips with the heel 


thereof, ſtill keeping the deceaſed with her 
knee on the ground, and my old miſtreſs 
ſtill kept whipping the deceaſed. 

Court. You ſay, your young miſtreſs took 


off the deceaſed's ſhoe, and beat her with it? 


Somers. Yes. 
Court. So one beat 56 with the ſhoe, 


and the other with twigs. - And how did 
the deceaſed behave under all Wiss? 
Somers. The deceaſed begged for mercy,. 
and after great ſtruggling ſhe got away, and 
ran to hide herſelf in the parlour; but the 
riſoners immediately followed her, when 
they had got ſticks, and beat her ſo about 
the head and ſhoulders, driving her from 
place to place, till the deceaſed was quite 


Court. 


(4) 7 
Court. How big were the ſticks the pri- 
ſoners beat the deceaſed with? 

Somers. My lord, they were broom-ſticks. 

Court. Did the n fall down in the 
parlour ? 

Somers. Yes, my 1d. ſhe fell dows, 
and then my young miſtreſs threw a pail of 
water on the deceaſed, to cool her, as ſhe 
called it. 

Court. Did your young miſtreſs fetch the 
pail of water from any diſtant plate, and 
then throw it on the deceaſed? 
Somers. No, my lord, the deceaſed was 
going to waſh the parlour, and the deceaſed 


had brought it there for that purpoſe ; but, - 
my lord, my young miſtreſs went into the 


kitchen, and fetched the ſalt- box, and turn- 
ing up, my lord, the deceaſed's coats, ſhe 
rubbed the breech of the deceaſed with ſalt, 
which was bloody with whippings and then 
I went away. 

Court. Where then did you 2 

Somers. My lord, milking- time was come, 
and I went down into the your to milk my 

cows. 

Court. Haw: long might you be gone r 
Somers. Above half an hour. | 
Court. What ppened on 3 return 
from milking? 

Somers. When I came into the parlour, 


as I was uſed, to give my old miſtreſs an 


en of the quantity of milk, I faw both 


2 0 my 
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(a) 
my miſtreſſes ſitting by the fire, and the 


deceaſed lying on the fibor's I obſerved that 
the bloody cap, the deceaſed had on before 


I went a milking, was changed, and a clean 


one put on, and that the blood had run 

through that likewiſe. 
Court. And when you faw what was 

done, did you take any notice of it ? | 
Somers. My lord, I ſaid to my old miſ- 


 treſs, that I believed the girl was dead. Upon 


which ſhe called me, Welch bitch. Soon 


| after this, the deceaſed was put into a bed, 


and I was ordered to lye with her, but I 
did not touch her, knowing her to be dead. 
Court. Did not you ule to lie with the 
deceaſed on nights ? 
Somers. Yes, my lord. 
Court. Who carried the deceaſed to bed, 
you ſay ſhe could not ſtand, and that ſhe was 


dead. 


Somers. I cannot tell; but I found the 
deceaſed in the bed, and I was not willing 
to go to bed to the deceaſed, becauſe I knew 
ſhe was dead; my miſtreſs. ordered me to go 
to bed to her, and I thought i it was my beſt 
way to obey her. 

Court. After you came from milking, did 


the priſoners beat and abuſe the deceaſed? | 


Somers. No, my lord, not as I know; T 
ſaw her dead, and afterwards I faw her 


buried, and it was given out that the de- 


deaſed died ſuddenly. Shortly after this, the 


neighbo urs 


(49) 


neighhours muttered, and ſhe was taken up, 
and examined by Mr. Salmon, a ſurgeon. | 
Court. Priſoners, Will you alk this wit- 


neſs any queſtions? __ 
76% Priſoner. My lord, Whether the 


witneſs ever ſaw me ys the deceaſed before 
that day? 

Somers. No, my lord; but 1 9 offs 
heardher complain of being beat andpinched 
by both the priſoners, 3 

First Prſoner. Whether che deceaſed did 
not bring in upon her head, a pail of water, 
inſtead of the baum I ſent her for; and whe- 
= as ſhe was coming over the fill of the 

itchen-door, with the pail on her head, 
Ne did not fall over the fill of the kitchen- 

door, and fell into a fit, beat and bruiſed 
1 and then died. 
2 No, my lord, che deceaſed had 
no pal $187 water on her head, nor did ſhe 
{al ag but the Priſoners threw her down, 
nd did to her, as I. faid | before. 
Figl. Priſoner.. Was ſhe not ſubject to fits? 

_. Somers. I never heard ſhe, was: I never 
faw her i one, nd 

Saad 0 Whether the witneſs did 
ook 4978 Hut to milking before three o clock 


121. 


er As to. the exact Lime, whether 


1 e r after it, that 
1 et Delpey g or af no ice hes 


it was after dinner, my lord, and before 
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{ 50 ) 
| milking-time, that I ſaw the priſoners beat 
and pinch the deceaſed, and throw her upon 
the ground, and one of the priſoners held her 
legs down, while the other whipped her. 
Juryman. Anne Somers, you- ſay, that 
when you ſaw the deceaſed lying on the floor, 
you faid to your miſtreſs, that the deceaſed 
was dead, and afterwards that ſhe was put 
to bed, and that you went to bed to the de- 
ceaſed, and that you did not touch her be- 
cauſe you knew ſhe Was ane Did you lie 
with ann 
Somers. Ves, my lord. | | 
Court. Did you hey the! eder did 
you hear the degealke breathe? 
Somers. No, my lord, ſhe was dead quite. 
Swap In the morning, when you got 
, Why did not you go directly and declare 
| 4 you had ſeen the priſoners do to the 
deceaſed the night before, and that the de- 
ceaſed was dead? © 
©" Somers. © I was kept within er till the | 
deceaſed was buried, and not ſuffered to go 
abroad. I did not dare to ſpeal leſt the pri- 
foners ſhould have uſed me iii the like bar- 
barous manner. But as ſoon as it was pot- 
| fible, . Tleft their ſervice. DES 
Court. How many days did yo N 
with the priſoners afterwards? , Phy 
Somers. Not quite thre. 
2 Juryman. In rk manner was the de- 
Ebled buried N e on . 
76 5 (9 ISUOID 1 14. > Somers 
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| Somers. It being reported in dhe neigh- 
| bourhood, that the deceaſed died ſuddenly, 


ſeveral of the neighbouring ſervants and 


others were deſirous of ſeeing her, before 


ſhe was buried; but this was abſolutely re- 
fuſed to all by the priſoners ; and the de- 
ceaſed. was buried in the dead of the night. 
This cauſed a general muttering among 


the neighbours, and hereupon the body 
was taken up, and examined by Mr. Robert 


Salmon. 

Court. Who 1 the body up? 

Somers. I cannot tell, ſome of the neigh- 
bours, who carried it to Mr. Salmony and 
I faw the body myſelff. 

Court. Call Robert Salmon, Gent. 

[Mr. Salmon appear'd, and was ſworn. ] 

Robert Salmon. My Lord, I attended 
the Coroner's jury, and I examined the 
body of the deceaſed, Jane Butterſworth, 
and "I found a violent bruiſe in the os fron- 
tis, and both the tables of her ſkull were 


broken. I alſo ſaw a wound a little above 


the temple-bone, whichz it is my opinion, 
was very dangerous, and another I ſaw in 
the coronal ſuture. I obſerv'd in the re- 
gions of the loins a dangerous wound, and 
that the fingers of one hand had the fleſh 
beat off, and I plainly perceiv'd the flexor 
muſcles and tendons to be bare, the anguiſh 
whereof, with the other wounds, I judge 


to have been the death of the deceaſed. 
H 2 | The 
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the body of the decea 
and inhumanly uſed, and that that was the 
occaſion of her r : as to who abuſed 
the deceaſed, I ſuppoſe, you do not know. 


« 1 


f 


The deceaſed's arms, thighs and legs were 
greatly bruiſed, ſcarce any part of the body 
2 the breaſt and belly were free; and in 


general the body of the deceaſed ſeem'd to 


me to have been ſo barbarouſly and inhu- 


manly uſed that it was enough to have kill- 


ed the ſtouteſt man. I humbly apprehend, 
my lord, that from theſe wounds were a 


vaſt effuſion of blood, becauſe ſome of the 


wounds were pale and of a cherry colour : 
for wounds given in a plethorick ſtate will 


be liv$d and blackiſh ; wherefore it follows 


that the wounds muſt be given to the de- 
ceaſed whilſt the deceaſcd'\ was living, and 
whilſt the blood was in its circulation; for, 
my lord, when that is ended, no blow or 


_ bruiſe whatever will make any alteration 
or colour in the fleſh. 


Court. Sir it 1s then your opinion, that 
d was barbarouſl; 


Salmon. No, my lord, I do not know 
who killed the deceaſed in the barbarous 
rhanner I found her, nor can I fay that the 

iſoners are guilty herein. I am certain, 
that the barbarity ſhe received from ſome- 


Het was the occaſion of the death of the 


„ we , 
- 


A e 


0 $3 


 Furyman. Did no other ſurgeon v view the 
body beſides yourſelf | ? IT 
I Slab My lord, I cannot tell; but as 
ſeveraF people flock'd to ſee the body i of the 
deceaſed, there might be fome furgeons 
among the reſt, 

Counſel for the King. My lord, if your 
lordſhip thinks it needful; we can call two 
or three ſurgeons who are ready to depoſe 
to the ſame effect with Mr. Salmon; but as 
the Coroner's inqueſt have brought in their 
verdict wilful murder by perſons unknown, 
we ſubmit it to your lordſhip whether we 
need trouble hob gentlemen, and take up 
the time of your lordſhip and the] jury. © 

Judge. There is no need to call any other 
ſurgeon, one 1s enough. 

[Henry Butler ws called and ſworn. ] 

A Butler, My lord, I was ſome time 
fievaad” to the prifoner Elizabeth Branch, 
and I often ſaw her and her daughter beat 
the deceaſed very cruelly and break her 
head upon ſlight occaſions. 

Court. An how did the priſoners uſe 

ou? 

Butler. My lord, the priſoners often beat 
me barbarouſly. And before I went into 
their ſervice, had heard that they did not 
uſe their ſervants well, but Mrs. Branch 
came to my father and mother, and gave 
them money, and agreed with them that 
I ſhould come and live in the priſoner's ſer- 

| vice, 
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vice, and promiſed that ſhe would be very 
kind to them and me.: and ſo I went 
/ thither, but I. had not been at. the pri- 
/ ſoner's houſe long before her tone was al- 
4 ter'd; the and her daughter would for 
every trivial offence lay on me in the moſt 
\ barbarous manner; and the priſoners, my 
> lord, very frequently would throw plates, 
; knives and forks at my head, becauſe (as I 
being a country boy) I could not wait at 
* table genteelly, or to pleaſe them. But 
l once in particular, upon my letting fall a 
plate at dinner, the priſoners, mother and 
daughter, aroſe from the table and beat me 
in ſuch a manner, that, what with the 
| fright and blows together, my lord, craving 
| your lordſhip's pardon, I beſhit myſelf, and 
then the priſoners took up my turd, thruſt 
it into my mouth, and made me eat it. 
Court. Which of the priſoners threw the 
| plate and knives at you? 5 
Butler. Both of them, my lord. 
ö Judge. Priſoners, will you aſk this Wit 
i nets any queſtions ? 
| Priſoners. My lord, whether it was not 
a lady who dined with us that day that 
threw the plates, Fe. at him? 
Butler. No, my lord, there was no bod y 
at table beſides the priſoners. _ 
[\ Priſoners. Whether he did not befoul 
\, . himſelf, and Pat his hand into his br vecher, 


pull 


ww 


pull ſ ſome. of his excrement outs. and fling 
it at us. 5 22 1 

Buller. Indecd i my lord, I wWas fo af- 
frighted, that = did not think of fo ain bold 


1 9 * 


over me with a rod, "*hile the her cram 
| ed = excrement down my throat. | 
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ke Fig iPrifiner's Defemes. 2: irs 5155 
My lord, the deceaſed was a "ey - viel 
whom I took upon charity, and when the 
firſt came into my ſervice ſhe'behav'd very 
well but at es ſhe grew pert, would 
ſtay of an errand and 8011 lies. This, my 


lord, I uſed often to· admoniſh her about, | 


and ſometimes,” indeed, I would give her 
a blow to make her remember, but they 
were but flight ones. At this time I ſent 
the cafe for ſome baum, ſhe ſtaid a 
very long time more than ſhe need to have 
done, and when ſhe'return'd, T faid to her, 
Jenny, where is the baum, what made 
ry ſo long, J will give-it” you. She 
had then a pail: of water on her head, and 
with the fright ſhe fell down, and from 
that fall proceeded: thoſe wounds in her 
head, which Mr. Salmon has given an ac- 
count of. Gentlemen, tis true, there was 


n body in the hole at that time; "th! ſo 
__ .noe199q9% 210 67 enct159 Sne 
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we > cannot prove it. Anne Somers ay: 8 ths 
was there, but I did not ſee her till lde re- 
turned from milkin The deceaſed fell 
down i in 1 1 15 7 into, a fit, and beat 
d bruiſ ſelf in ſuch manner as yo 
Ne en for ſhe Was, ſubje 1 fits, ey” 
Ba I did all I could to prevent the miſ- 
ortune,. by putting her to bed, and the 
like, yet ſhe ſoon died. Gentlemen, I am 
n of the crime laid to my charge; I 
did ſtrike her indeed, but it was neither 
WA ſticks. nor with, Weis but E: ** it 
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taken out of — . ſhe had no figns 
of blows or bruiſes; in her forehead when 
ſye was put into her coffin; and buried. 
Malicious people, * Jord haye ünce 
Wan S O 105 „ 
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: 5 7 0 e Boner Defence. 
My Wi I did- indeed file Jane But- 
terſworth, but it was yery Jightly ; ;. 937 is 
a malicious proſecution, ant. ſet on 
only: to ruin us : the girl Was 1 to . 


and in one of thoſe fits ſhe died. 
}80 8 £1941 2 W 14 1 1010150 11v; {1 441 * (D891 
Prisoners. We, deſire to 1 


ſome more. queſtipns,, and hkewiſe to call 
ſome perſons to our reputation, 


Anne 


Ma 


[Anne Somers, was called again.] 


Priſoners. Whether we ever did bent or 


pinch you? | 
pants My lord, the. I'S attentiptgd 


to beat me ſeveral times, but I got out of 


their way; but one time, they threw ſome 
plates at me, but they did not hit me. 
Priſoners. How long was it that we threw 
the plates at you, before the deceaſed died? 

Somers. Not long. 

Priſoners. And did not you thei ſay; that 
you would be revenged on us for it? 
Somers. No, my lord, 1 did not fay a ad 


to the priſoners for fear I thoukb be mur- 


dere. 
Abraham Hyſon. My: 3 ; iy 1 


S ſaid to me, that if ever the priſon- 
ers ſhould beat and uſe her ill, ſhe would 
be up with them. 


Court. What did you mean Somers by 


thoſe words? 
Somers. My lord, chat I would complain 
to a juſtice.” - 

Juryman. What character might the 5 
ſoner have ? 
_ Hyjon. A very cnc character, I never 
heard of any cruelties that the priſoners 
were guilty of before this was brought 


againſt them. They always lived in great 


reputation, paying every perſon their own, 


and living neighbourly: 
I | Court. 
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Court. How _ Aan _ Known the 
priſoners ? | 


Hyſon. My lord, many years, I knew 
Mr. Branch before he died a long time. 
Court. Were you intimate in the family? 
:Hyſon. My lord, I uſed frequently to go 
* and I never heard that he priſon- 8 
ers were cruel to their ſervants. 
Curt. Do you live at Hemmiugton ? * 
Hyſon. No, my lord, about ten miles off. 
- Sarah Rogers. My lord, about ten years 


| ago, I lived with the priſoners as their ſer- 
vant, and, my lord, they kept a good houſe, 


the: ſervants never wanted for food, nor we 


never wanted for work; for the priſoner 


would make us work. And. the priſoner 
never fell out with the induſtrious ſervant, 
but the idle ſhe could not endure. My 
lord I lived with her two years, and my 
miſtreſs would now and then ſtrike me 
lightly with her hand back-handed; but I 
do not deſire a better miſtreſs, and, my 


lord, I would not have gone away from her, 


but I married from thence. 
Council for the King. Call John Roberts 
and M artha Sproſon- 

Jobn Roberts. My lord, the priſoners at 
the bar have the worſt of characters for their 
ill uſage of their ſervants, at Hemmington. 

Jumman. Do you know any particular 
inſtance of their barbarity to their ſervants ? 
£: Raberts. 


14 1 


Roberts. No, only, that the priſoners are 
generally reported to be cruel and barbarous 
to their ſervants, and I know ſeveral on 
that account have refuſed ſerving them, or 
when they had been ja the priſoner's ſervice 
a few days, took the opportunity to leave 

it. | 
Martha Sproſen. My lord, I lived Guns 
time near the We s houſe, and I have 
often ſeen one or other of them beat their 
ſervants, and I could very often hear them 
cry out, tho' I could not ſee them. 


Fudge. Gentlemen of the j jury, Elizabeth 
Branch the mother, and Mary Branch her 
daughter, have been arraigned for the mur- 
der of Jane Butterſworth, their ſeryant 
maid, on the 4th day of November laſt, at 
their houſe at Hemmington in; this county. 


Anne Somers, the principal evidence for 


the king, tells you, that ſhe ſaw the pri- 
ſoner beat and pinch the deceaſed, and 
whip her with twigs till ſhe run with 
blood, and that one of the . priſoners took 
oF the deceaſed's ſhoe, and beat the deceaſ- 
ed therewith about the hips and breech ; 

that then ſhe, Mary Branch, did throw a 
pail of water on the deceaſed, as, ſhe ſaid, 
to cool her, and afterwards fotched ſome 
ſalt, and ſalted the wounds therewith. 

The evidence ſays, that Mary Branch and 


the deceaſed were at that time in the par- 
Fa lour, 
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tour, and that they got ſticks, broomſticks, | 
and both fell on the deceaſed. in a cruel 
manner, and that the ſalt was fetched out 
of the kitchen they ſalted the hreech of the 
deceaſed with. naomi, ſhe further 
tells you, that ſhe went. out a milking, and 
that on her return ſhe found her two 
miſtreſſes fitting by the fire in the parlour, 
and the deceaſed lying before the fire, that 
the ſaid to her old miſtreſs, the girl was 
dead, that her miſtreſs called her Welch 
bitch, that ſhe was put into a bed, and 


that the (the evidence) lay with her that 


night, and that the deceated, afterwards 
was privately buried, and it was given out 
that the deceaſed died ſuddenly. Now, 
gentlemen, this evidence is partly poſitive 
as to the fact, and partly circumſtantial ; . 
and you will find, that tho' the evidence 
did not fee the priſoner directly kill the de- 
ceaſed, yet on her return ſhe found the de- 
ceaſed dead; and the priſoners i in their de- 
fence ſay, there was no body in the houſe 
at that time: it follows, that from the cir- 
cumſtances of the fact the priſoners are 
guilty. Mr. Salmon the ſurgeon who 
viewed and examined the body of the de- 
ceaſed fays, that the blows the deceaſed 
received in her forehead were given in the 
deceaſed's lifetime, and he gives you a very 
good reaſon for it, and tells you, that 


hes 10 our in a plethorick ſtate will be 
| | livid 
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livid and blackiſh ; and that there muſt 
have been a vaſt effuſion of blood, from 
the appearance of ſome of the wounds, 
being pale and of a cherry colour, that 
the wounds muſt be given in life, whilſt 
the blood was in its circulation; for, 
ſays he, when that is ended, no blow or 
bruiſe will make any alteration-or colour in 
the fleſh. This gentlemen is the ſubſtance 
of the evidence for the proſecutor, and gen- 
tlemen if you credit the evidence Somers 
you will find the priſoners guilty. The 
priſoners indeed in their defence tell you, 
that the deceaſed was ſent by them, the pri- 
ſoners, to a neighbouring place -for ſome 
baum, that the deceaſed ſtaid long of the 
errand, and that ſhe forged a lie to excuſe 
herſelf, that ſhe ſaid ſome harſh words to 
her, that the deceaſed having on her head 
a pail of water fell over the fill of the door, 
bruiſed herſelf and falling into a fit died 
ſuddenly. And then aftewards they con- 
tradict what they have ſaid before, and tel} 
you, that ſome . malicious perſons had 
wounded the deceaſed in the forehead, 

when they took the deceaſed's body out of 
her grave. But, gentlemen, what you are 
to have a particular regard to in behalf of 
the priſoners i is, that part of their defence 
wherein they acknowledge that they did 
ſtrike the deceaſed, and ſay, that if they, 
7 priſoners, did hurt, or were the occa. 
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fion of the death of the deceaſed, it was not 
defignedly, but accidentally. Now, gen- 
tlemen, if you ſhall be of opinion, that the 
priſoners _ accidentally killed, or was the 
occaſion of the death of the deceaſed, then 
vou will bring in your verdi& manflaughter 
only ; but then, gentlemen, you will at 
the ſame time weigh and confider the ſe- 
veral circumſtances of the fact; for if it is 
a manſlaughter it was done haſtily at one 
blow only. For tho' the priſoners might 
have no deſign of killing the deceafed when 
they firſt attacked her; yet the circum- 
ſtances of the fact ſhew, that they delibe- 
rately, with many barbarities and cruelties 
tranſacted time after time, at length mur- 
dered the deceaſed. Gentlemen, if you 
credit the evidence for the king, you will 
bring in your verdict, guilty of death; but 
if you find that the priſoners accidentally 
killed the deceaſed, then you will 1 8 be in 
your verdict, manſlaughter. 


Officer, Make way for the j jury. ne 

FThe jury having deen out an hour, * 
turned. . 
"Officer. Clear the bar hag the ww 
ſoners forward. | 
Clerk. Gentlemen of the jury anſwer t to 
our names. f 

Matthew Kent, Ge. | 

_ Matthew Kent. H cre, Ge. 


("9 } 
\ Clerk. Who ſhall ſay for you 7 25 
Jury. Our foreman, | 
Curt. Look on the priſoners 2 at the bar : 
how ſay you, are they guilty of the felony 
and murder they ſtand indicted n or not 
guilty ? | 


Foreman. Guilty. 
Clerk. And fo you all fay ? 
ury. Yes. 

Gaoler. Take care of them. 

{The laſt day of the aſſizes the priſoners 
were brought to the bar.] | 

Court. Priſoners, what have you to ſay, 
why ſentence of death ſhould not be paſſed 
upon you, according to law ? 

Priſoners. We cannot ſay any thing more 
than what we have ſaid. 
Juage. You, the priſoners at the bar, 

Elizabeth Branch and Mary Branch, have 
been indicted for a barbarous, cruel, and 
horrid murder, committed by you on Jane 
Butterſworth, your ſervant maid, on the 
one part, and after a fair and impartial trial 
on the other, your country have found you 
guilty of the charge. I would therefore 
have you make a proper uſe of that ſhort 
time which the law allows you for making 
your peace with God, whom you have fo 
highly offended. I have nothing more to 
ſay than to pronounce that dreadful ſen- 
tence which the law requires and com- 
mands me to do; ; which is, 


That 


( 64 ) 

That you be conveyed from this place to 

that from whence you came, and 

from thence to the place of execution, 

and there be hanged by your necks 
until you are dead I- And the ord | 
have mercy on your ſouls. | | 


0 N 


Gaoler. Take the priſoners away.” 


* r — 
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